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QUESTIONS 

Date: 19th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Peris Chepchumba 

Contribution she made on: Environmental conservation in Kenya 

She asked the Minister for Environment and Mineral Resources:- 

a) What plans the Government had to ensure promotion of environmental conservation 

through community development initiatives in the country given the serious global 

climate change. 

b) How much money the Ministry had set aside for the initiative particularly in Eldoret 

South Constituency. 

c) Whether any donor funding had been sought. 

 

Date: 19th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Charity Ngilu 

Contribution she made on: Dumping of excavation materials near Hohwe dam. 

She replied that:- 

a) She was aware that the excavated material from the Hohwe Dam was placed and 

compacted on the left hand side of the reservoir as it was intended at the design stage. 

� She added that Ministry of water and irrigation had taken steps to ensure that the 

excavated material was safely placed and does not pose any danger to the people and the 

environment. She added that alternative sites for disposal were found to be too far away 

and would have cost an extra Kshs100 million to transport. 

b) The steps taken included mobilization and sensitization of the local community on dam 

management and educating farmers on the upstream side of the dam on proper farming 

methods to avoid erosion.  

� She noted that the Ministry educated the community and added that when they construct 

a community water project, they ensure the participation of the stakeholders for 

sustainability purposes.  



� She reported that they were supposed to take care of more than 8,000 people and 1,000 

livestock and must ensure that the people are involved. The people are informed of the 

amount of money that is put in the construction of a dam so that they can also feel part of 

it. 

� She noted that many times engineers are not so much involved in educating people hence 

Hon. Member and other leaders must do educate the people. 

� She added that they were desilting the dam which was constructed during the colonial 

time.  

 

Date: 20th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Number of Kenyans working in the UAE  

She asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs:- 

a) The number of Kenyans working in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

b) Whether he was aware that many Kenyans in Dubai were being denied work permits 

since some time in 2010. 

c) What he was doing to address the situation. 

 

Date: 20th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Magnitude of loans given to Parastatals under Government-

guaranteed public debt. 

� She requested the Assistant Minister for Finance to give a schedule of the money so far 

recovered from all the Parastatals and the plan that each one of them had given to refund 

this money to the Government.  

� She asked him to give information on whether they had analyzed the viability or 

otherwise of all these Parastatals. 

 

 

 

 



Date: 20th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Charity Ngilu 

Contribution she made on: Lack of sewerage system at Makutano in Meru  

She replied that:- 

a) She was aware that due to lack of a sewerage system in Makutano area of Meru Town, 

raw sewer may find its way to the streams around Meru Technical Training Institute, 

Consolata Primary School, hotels and other public utilities and that Ngaciuma River and 

its tributaries could be a risk to those who depend on it due to pollution. 

b) Her Ministry, through the Tana Water Services Board, had procured two exhausters to be 

used in Meru Town, Makutano area, to exhaust septic tanks in Makutano area as they 

await expansion of the sewerage system in Meru Town that will cover Makutano area. 

c) The Government was consulting with development partners for funding and 

implementation of the improved sewerage system in Meru Town. A feasibility study had 

been undertaken and is being updated to produce a bankable document on the basis of 

which negotiations within this financial year can be finalized.  

� She noted that at the time the study was done in 2005, the cost was close to Kshs700 

million but expected that it is going to cost a little more because of the time lost.  

� She noted that it is the right thing to do but sometimes the ministry does not have 

adequate resources to carry out both the sewer and water services in towns. 

� She added that she aware that sewerage and sanitation coverage in the country does not 

cover more than 40 per cent of the urban areas. Therefore, this has to be done through all 

the Ministries, for example, the Office of Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Local 

Government, the Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation, the Ministry of Water and 

Irrigation and all the others including the towns.  

� She reported that they had been talking to two donors. One of them had already said that 

they would not be able to fund the project, but expected the other one to say specifically 

whether they are going to fund this project in October or not. If they fail to do that, then 

the Ministry will have to put pressure on the Treasury to allocate money for the sewer 

system in Makutano.  

 

 



Date: 26th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Prof. Margaret Kamar. 

Contribution she made on: Roles of institutions under EMC Act. 

She replied that:- 

a) NEMA is established under Section 7 of Environmental Management and Coordination 

Act (EMCA) as a body corporate with perpetual succession. The object of which the 

authority was established is to exercise general supervision and coordination over all 

matters relating to the environment and to be the principal instrument of Government in 

the implementation of all policies relating to the environment. 

b) The PCC is established under Section 31(1) of EMCA. It is composed of a Chairman 

appointed by the Minister for Environment and Mineral Resources. The Chairman of 

PCC should be a person qualified for appointment as a High Court Judge. 

� She added that there are seven other members representing the Attorney-General, the 

Law Society of Kenya (LSK), Non-Governmental organizations (NGOs), business 

community and persons active in environmental management.  

� She informed the members that the main role of PCC is to investigate allegations or 

complaints against any person or against NEMA in relation to the conditions of the 

environment in Kenya. It is also mandated to investigate on its own motion, any 

suspected cases of environmental degradation and make a report to the National 

Environmental Council (NEC). 

c) The NET is established under Section 125 of Environmental Management and 

Coordination Act (EMCA). It is composed of a Chair nominated by the Judicial Service 

Commission, an advocate nominated by LSK, a lawyer with professional qualifications in 

Environmental Law and two persons with academic competencies in environmental 

management. 

� She added that the tribunal’s main role is to hear appeals from any person or institution 

aggrieved by a decision of NEMA or any of the committees of the Authority, which 

include a refusal to grant a license, imposition of conditions and restoration orders. 

d) The NETFUND is established by Part Three, Section 24(1) of EMCA and is vested in 

NEMA and should be administered by a board of five trustees appointed by the Minister. 

The object of NETFUND is to facilitate research intended to further the requirements of 



environmental management, capacity building, environmental awards, environmental 

publications, scholarships and grants. 

� She informed the members that the Authority employed a manager to start up the fund in 

September 2006. Later in the year 2009, the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 

Environment and Mineral Resources appointed seven officers on contract basis whose 

contracts have continued to be renewed and are valid to date. Two additional officers 

were deployed to NETFUND by the Ministry in April 2010. 

� She noted that there were delays in payment of salaries for March, April and May 2011 

as NETFUND had not submitted the necessary supportive documents to NEMA - which 

is the institution they report to – to facilitate the release of the funds. 

� She assured the Members and the House that the problem was simply that the CEO was 

not following the regulations that are laid down by law. 

� She added that NETFUND cannot be independent of NEMA because they do not have a 

trust deed that is registered. The intention of the law was to create NETFUND under 

NEMA, but not an independent NETFUND.  

 

 Date: 26th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Prof. Margaret Kamar. 

Contribution she made on: Gold mining in Migori. 

She replied that:- 

a) It is true that there are gold occurrences and deposits in Otacho Location in Migori 

District as indicated by the geological reports of the Mines and Geological Department as 

well as progress reports of various exploration companies and activities of artisanal 

miners.  

� She added that there is currently mining of gold by artisanal miners in the area on the side 

next to Nyarongi Primary School which started about a month ago. 

b) No firm is licensed to undertake mining in the Otacho area. However, Migori Mining 

Company Limited has been licensed to undertake prospecting and exploration activities 

in the area for the purpose of delineating and quantifying any economically viable 

mineral deposits. 



c) During the exploration stage as is the case involving Mid-Migori Mining Company in the 

Migori area, there is usually no economic gain by the company from which to apportion 

corporate social responsibility.  

� She added that the Ministry was in the process of revising the Mining Bill. In the new 

� Minerals and Mining Bill, the Ministry had proposed the creation of a mining fund that is 

going to be used to assist the artisanal miners.  

� She mentioned that the artisanal miners are being recognized for the first time in law in 

the new Bill that is coming. Initially, they were not recognized and the absence of their 

recognition did not enable them to even look for money in the banks. They looked like 

middle men. However, in the new law, they are recognized and are going to be supported 

by the Government. 

� She added that the current law is very silent on benefits which are one of the areas 

enriched in the new law. The Constitution clearly states that land belongs to Kenyans and 

the minerals belong to Kenyans and Kenyans are going to have benefits.  

� She noted that the Mining Department has no capacity to do what it should have been 

doing. The new law provides that most of the explorations that have been done must be 

confirmed by the mining department.  

� She encouraged Members in the House to explore the Youth Fund because it is a very 

nice opening and the youth can be encouraged to use it. They will get a grant of Kshs50, 

000 and when they return it, they get another grant of 100,000 and up to Kshs200,000.  

 

 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Millie Odhiambo-Mabona 

Contribution she made on: Number of doctors to manage victims of sexual violence 

She asked the Minister for Medical Services:- 

a) How many medical doctors had been trained to manage victims of sexual violence under 

the National Guidelines on Management of Sexual Violence in Kenya. 

b) Whether there is a protocol between the Ministry of Medical Services and the Judiciary 

for special court attendance by doctors during hearing of cases involving sexual and 

gender-based violence. 



c) How many Government doctors are available to attend to victims of sexual abuse in 

Nairobi. 

� She tabled a report by The Cradle, The Children Foundation called “Healing the Scars; 

milestones, Lessons and Prospects” which is monitoring cases on violence against 

children for 2010.  

� She added that the report showed that cases of rape, defilement and incest against 

children were on the rise, including unnatural offences, bestiality, indecent assault and 

abduction. . As at 2010 it stands at 81 per cent of cases of children who are sexually 

abused. 

 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Dr. Joyce Laboso 

Contribution she made on: Number of doctors to manage victims of sexual violence 

� She requested the Minister for Medical Services to consider waiving P3 forms application 

fees for victims of sexual violence considering the gravity of the problem of sexual 

violence in the country and the fact that most of the times it is the very vulnerable groups 

that tend to be victims of sexual violence.  

 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor 

Contribution she made on: Number of doctors to manage victims of sexual violence 

� She noted that there should be a protocol in place where the Judiciary will ensure that 

there are specific courts that will address such issues. This will facilitate very easily the 

doctors when they appear for cases of sexual violence.  

� She asked the minister what he would do to make sure that the protocol is in place for 

easy facilitation of these cases.  

 

 

 

 

 



Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor 

Contribution she made on: Annexation of land belonging to Gwassi residents by KFS. 

� She noted that the pastoralist communities in Ijara, Fafi, Lagdera and Tana River had moved 

to Lamu District and Lamu people had welcomed them.  

� She asked the Minister for Forestry and Wildlife if he was aware that the Kenya Forest 

Service (KFS) personnel at Lake Kenyatta were demanding Kshs50 for each head of cattle 

that moved in and was surprised that they did not have a problem with the cattle entering the 

forest, but were demanding Kshs50 despite the drought situation.  

� She asked the Minister what he would do in order to waive the Kshs50 fee and if he could 

confirm whether that Kshs50 fee was legal and should be paid to the KFS. 

 

Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Prof. Margaret Kamar 

Contribution she made on: Rehabilitation of Lake Kamnarokin in Kerio Valley 

She replied that:- 

a) She was aware that Lake Kamnarok in Kerio Valley was drying up. 

b) The Ministry of Environment and Mineral Resources was taking measures to rehabilitate and 

reclaim Lake Kamnarock by restoring the degraded Kiptilit Valley.  

� She added that the rehabilitation was being done through structural intervention with a view 

to reverse the current degradation trends of the area habitat while at the same time, improving 

the livelihood options for the local community through a participatory integrated eco-system 

management plan. 

� She added that the Ministry was also undertaking a national resource inventory and mapping 

including the Lake Kamnarock region as a baseline upon which a standing cross sectional 

technical committee, which had been constituted, will oversee the rehabilitation exercise of 

the degradation areas in the whole country. In addition, various site rehabilitation sub-

committees comprising the local communities had been set up for purposes of mobilizing and 

sensitizing the affected communities to fully participate in that venture. 

� She reported that together with other lead agencies, afforestation efforts had been undertaken 

in the upper part of Parwesa where there are water retention dams. In addition, silt diversion, 



ditches and gabions would be constructed in Lake Kamnarock area in the Financial Year 

2011/2012, despite the existing budgetary constraints. 

� She noted that one of the major problems was the non-protection of the streams. Streams 

have been degraded by people who are ploughing right into the rivers. 

� She noted that using the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) regulations, 

the ministry was prohibiting people from cultivating near the rivers. Using the same law, 

there is the ability to arrest anybody who ploughs 30 meters on the sides of the river. 

� She clarified that with regard to the case of Kerio River, the 2011/2012 Budget includes 

Kamnarock Lake. The budget that would rehabilitate Kamnarock Lake would also 

rehabilitate Kerio River around them. There are major plan to rehabilitate the water shed 

areas of Keiyo River. The programme will start in the 2011/2012 Financial Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BILLS 

Date: 19th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor 

Contribution she made on: The Industrial Training (amendment) Bill (second reading) 

� She seconded the bill and tabled the Report of the Departmental Committee on Labour 

and Social Welfare on the Industrial Training (Amendment) Bill, 2009. 

� She added that industrial training contributes to effective human resource development 

for employment and wealth creation hence it is important that adequate and appropriate 

training infrastructure and equipment be put in place.  

� She noted that the sector would bring about economical growth and decent employment 

and empower the youth and facilitate skilled development which is current, relevant and 

important to the growth of the country.  

� She noted that the bill would address adoption of more important, technical, vocational, 

educational curriculum that will address the problems thereby achieving Vision 2030 and 

help in the development of various competencies needed in specific trade areas.  

� She noted that it is important that the bill would be able to address those crucial issues on 

technology and the technological changes that are happening in the world hence be able 

to network with the international community, our neighborhood and everybody else 

because there will be the capacity which is adequate, relevant and very important in 

addressing the issues of manpower in this country. 

� She added that the National Industrial Training Authority would look at issues of 

industrial training, access and collect information, set up a databank, regulating training 

and registering all sectors. It will also develop a curriculum that will be relevant and 

harmonize all the institutions that exist in the country.  

� She noted that the institutions would issue certificates that are relevant and accepted in 

that they will give a national recognition to our youth who learn in various institutions 

that are not recognized now.  

� She informed the members that after a long deliberation between the Departmental 

Committee on Labour and Social Welfare and the Ministry of Labour and Human 

Resource Development, they agreed on further amendments that they would like to move 

at a later stage because the bill had gaps that exist in the amendments themselves.  



� She noted that the bill did not look at the devolved systems and proposed to establish an 

operational body that would create other branches that will address issues at the county 

level.  

� She noted that they also intended to move that the Authority should be given powers that 

will enable it overlook all institutions that do vocational training in the country so that 

they do not have piecemeal vocational trainings all over which do not address issues 

critically.  

� She added that they were also looking at regulation of the composition of the body that 

would be created. In the Bill, there are people who would be appointed by employees, 

employers and other interested groups but did not look at their qualifications and the kind 

of experience that is required of the people who will sit in the authority. 

� She noted that there are five Government industrial training institutions in the country. 

One in Athi River on a 30-acre piece of land and an additional 12 acres from the EPZ.  In 

Mombasa, there is an industrial training centre on a 26 acre piece of land, but 13 acres of 

that very important institution have been grabbed by a private developer and the case is 

with the KACC. 

� There is Kisumu Industrial Training Centre which is doing well and it has 15 acres and 

the National Industrial and Vocational Training Institute in Nairobi, which has five acres.  

� She added that it is an important sector in the society but had been under-funded for 

many years since people neglected it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

 

Date: 21st July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor 

Contribution she made on: Adoption of report on visit to Directorate of Industrial Training 

Centre. 
She gave notice of the following Motion:- 

� THAT, the House adopts the report of the Departmental Committee on Labour and Social 

Welfare on the visit to the Directorate of Industrial Training Centre, Bunyala Road, 

Nairobi laid on the Table of the House, on Thursday, 21st July, 2011. 

 

Date: 21st July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor 

Contribution she made on: Adoption of report on Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation 

Bill. 
She gave notice of the following Motion:- 

� THAT, the House adopts the report of the Departmental Committee on Labour and Social 

Welfare on the Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Bill, 2010 laid on the Table of 

the House, on Thursday, 21st July, 2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOTIONS 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Millie Odhiambo-Mabona 

Contribution she made on: Adoption of Budget Committee report on estimates of 

revenue/expenditure. 

� She supported the amendment and noted that people do not need security in their graves 

but need to be alive before they are given security. This is an issue of immediate survival 

versus future survival hence more allocation of money to feed the hungry as opposed to 

allocating it to NSIS. 

 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Adoption of Budget Committee report on estimates of 

revenue/expenditure. 

� She seconded the amendment and noted that it would make that exploration more 

inclusive and provide more power to the country. 

� She commended the committee for allocating more money to teachers but noted that it 

was not enough. The money for Early Childhood Education will have to be added during 

the supplementary Estimates.  

� She was concerned that the police reforms had not been taken seriously, especially the 

plight of the junior officers who deserve and were promised a pay rise which had been 

thwarted by the Executive.  

� She urged Parliament to take up its power of the purse under Article 221 of the 

Constitution and start vetting the security votes which are open to abuse, in line with the 

Constitution. 

Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Adoption of report of CIOC on nominees to selection panel of 

IEBC 

� She supported the Motion and noted that the reason the vetting is conducted is so that any 

doubts that are in the minds are dealt with.  



� She added that the nominees were eminent men and women, who would also be able to select 

a credible Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor 

Contribution she made on: Appointment of Members to the House Committees 

� She noted that women in the House were capable and could multi-task.  

� She added that there are several elected women Members of Parliament, and not only the 

nominated women Members of Parliament. 

� She noted that they were proposing women who can sit in that committee and did not want to 

be cheated that one lady is equal to many men but that is not their representation. 

� She requested for the Speaker’s ruling and added that it was a constitutional matter hence 

binding.  

� She opposed the motion and noted that the CDF Committee was unconstitutional.  

� She added that Article 27(8) clearly states that in addition to measures contemplated in 

Clause 6, the State shall take legislative and other measures to implement the principle that 

no more than one-third of elective or appointed bodies shall be of the same sex.  

 

 

Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Appointment of Members to the House Committees 

� She noted that the Constitution was very precise, one-third so, irrespective of the capacities 

of the Members serving, both men and women, there has to be not more than two-thirds of 

either gender and the House should pay attention to this provision, which is superior to our 

Standing Orders. 

 

Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Rachel Shebesh 

Contribution she made on: Appointment of Members to the House Committees 

� She noted that the one-third is now constitutional as we promulgated a new Constitution. 

When they were making the other Committees, the new Constitution was not in place but 

now there is a new Constitution which they swore not to violate.  



� She requested the House to make a ruling because they could not be the ones violating the 

Constitution while they are supposed to be implementing it.  

 

Date: 28th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Millie Odhiambo-Mabona 

Contribution she made on: Appointment of Members to the House Committees 

� She noted that the Constitution is very categorical that in any appointive and elective 

position, the two-thirds principle must be observed and if the House is not able to obey that 

principle, it should not hold other institutions in the country accountable to constitutional 

implementation.  

� She noted that the women were not only available but as a matter of fact had consulted and 

forwarded proposals for women who are competent and can serve in those Committees.  

� She added that Women Members of Parliament even in hundred committees will attend 

because are committed. 

� She formally opposed the Motion because the list was totally unconstitutional.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIME MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Millie Odhiambo-Mabona 

Contribution she made on: Situation concerning drought/food security/ refugees. 

� She thanked the Prime Minister for the Statement and on behalf of the Abasuba people 

for raising the ban on omena fishing which the Government did.  

� She informed the Prime Minister that the Suba people and Gwassi Constituency had said 

that crop production had failed completely and sought to know what the Government was 

doing to take care of the people of Suba, Mbita and Gwassi constituencies. 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Dr. Joyce Laboso 

Contribution she made on: Situation concerning drought/food security/ refugees. 

� She noted that it is openly claimed that the reason for the current huge shortage of maize 

is because our maize was taken to our neighbours, Southern Sudan. 

� She asked the Prime Minister to clarify whether that information was true and, if so, what 

the Government had done to ensure that our neighbours are not fed at the expense of 

Kenyans who are now starving because they have nothing to eat. 

 

Date: 27th July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Situation concerning drought/food security/ refugees. 

� She asked what the Kshs5 billion set in the last budget to mitigate the situation had been 

used for and why food was not reaching the needy especially in Turkana, Samburu, North 

Eastern, Lamu and other parts of the country where the people are really suffering  

 

 

 

 

 



MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

 

Date: 21st July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Prof. Hellen Sambili 

Contribution she made on: Safety of Genetically Modified Food stuffs. 

� She responded that Kenya is a signatory to the Cartagena Protocol on Bio-safety, which 

is a supplement to the Convention on Biological Diversity. The protocol specifically 

provides a guide for the regulation of handling, use and trans-boundary movement of 

living modified organisms, also referred to as Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs). 

� She added that to domesticate the protocol, the Government published the National 

Biotechnology Development Policy in 2006 and thereafter enacted the Bio safety Act in 

February, 2009. The policy provides guidance in research, development and use of 

biotechnology in various fields such as agriculture, environment, human health and 

industry. 

� She added that prior to the enactment of the Bio safety Act, 2009, the National Council 

for Science and Technology, under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and 

Technology developed and published the following documents to provide guidance on 

the development and application of modern biotechnology and research work involving 

GMOs under the Science and Technology Act, Cap.250, the Laws of Kenya. The 

documents are: Guidelines on handling requests involving GMOs in Kenya; and A 

Manual for Inspection and Monitoring of GMOs in Kenya. 

� She informed the members that the Bio safety Act was enacted to regulate activities in 

GMOs and establish the National Bio safety Authority. The mandate of the Authority is 

to exercise general supervision and control over the transfer, handling and use of GMOs 

with a view to ensuring safety of human health and provision of an adequate level of 

protection of the environment.  

� She added that the Act further provides for the establishment of a National Bio safety 

clearing 

� House and a mechanism for participation in the Global Bio safety Clearing House whose 

secretariat is based in Montreal, Canada, for sharing information and experience in 

GMOs. 



� She noted that the Bio safety Clearing House is a web-based virtual clearing house – a 

mechanism that makes it possible for any country to share information and experience 

with GMOs. Through this mechanisms, Kenya has unlimited access to comprehensive 

information on approval of GMOs for use as food, feed, and processing and release in the 

environment which is available in the Bio safety Clearing House posted by different 

countries all over the world. 

� She informed the members that following the establishment of the National Bio safety 

Authority, the following bio safety regulations had been developed: 

a)  The bio safety contained use regulations. These regulations have been developed to 

govern the content of scientific research work in GMOs within contained or laboratory 

and greenhouse as well as confined field trial research establishment. 

b) The bio safety environmental release regulations. These regulations have been developed 

to govern the release into the environment of GMOs with potential to propagate and 

placing of the same in the market. 

c) The bio safety import/export and transit regulations. These regulations have been 

developed to govern the import into Kenya and the export out of Kenya and the transit 

through Kenya of GMOs. These regulations also detail the application procedures and 

requirements that must be made for import/export and transit of GMOs. This is the 

regulation that is very relevant now. 

� She assured the House and the public in general that the regulations had undergone a 

thorough and complete process of review by technical experts in bio safety/biotechnology 

drawn from the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology, the National Bio 

safety Authority, the National Council for Science and Technology, the Ministry of 

Agriculture, the Ministry of Environment and Mineral Resources, key regulatory 

agencies, and the Attorney-General’s Chambers. 

� She added that the regulations were further subjected to a wide stakeholder consultation 

with representation from farmer organizations such as the Kenya Organic Agriculture 

Network, the Grain Millers Association of Kenya, the Cereal Traders Association, 

research institutions, institutions of higher learning or universities, NGOs, representatives 

of indigenous communities, Parliamentary Committees on Agriculture and Education, the 

press and media, AGMI/AU, NEPAD, and members of the public at large. 



� She added that the regulations had been cleared by the Attorney-General and approved by 

the Hon. Minister for Higher Education, Science and Technology and were forwarded to 

the Attorney-General for publication on 18th July, 2011. 

� She added that the National Bio safety Authority was in the process of developing 

regulations to prescribe procedures for handling, packaging, and labeling GMOs. The 

process shall involve wide stakeholder consultations. 

� She noted that the Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS) had developed two standards, 

namely, the Kenya Standard 2182 of 2009 on the code of practice for handling, transfer 

and use of GMOs and derived products and the KEBS 2225 of 2010 on GMOs and 

derived products, labeling of food and feed. These standards will be taken into account by 

the Authority in the development of the labeling regulations. 

� She assured the House and the public in general that institutional, infrastructure, and 

human capacity exists in the Government and public institutions to regulate GMOs.  

� She added that Universities in Kenya have training programmes at various levels of 

undergraduate, Masters, and PhD in the area of molecular biology, genetic engineering 

and biotechnology which are the foundation sciences in the development of GMOs. 

� She added that the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) which is the 

regulatory agency responsible for bio safety in plants has the capacity to analyze and test 

for presence of GMOs. The plant health laboratories at KEPHIS are ISO Certified and are 

recognized as reference laboratories for genetic analysis by the COMESA regional body. 

� She informed the members that the Government recognized that the lack of access to 

accurate and balanced information by the stakeholders had brought about fears and needs 

about biotechnology and noted that policy on the strategy was also available in Kiswahili.  

� She assured the House there had not been any importation and that the correct procedures 

and guidelines regarding importation and handling of GMOs shall be strictly followed 

and will be adhered to.  

� She noted that no approval had been given to import GMO foods and nobody had applied 

to bring GMOs to Kenya.  

� She added that with regard to the effect of GMO, the government will have to follow the 

procedures to make sure that there will be proper labeling.  



� She added that studies that had so far been done about the effects of these GMOs had not 

shown adverse effects on health.  

 

 

Date: 21st July 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Martha Karua 

Contribution she made on: Deferment of consideration of Presidential memorandum on 

price control (Essential goods) Bill. 

� She noted that the Bill is very important to Kenyans, especially at this time when there is 

extreme poverty and people cannot afford food and there is famine which makes the 

situation even worse. 

� She was concerned that the Government was trying to avoid tackling the issue. They are 

not handling the issue of food distribution and relief to those who are in dire straits well 

and yet they were withholding the passage of this Bill which may very well offer relief to 

the majority. 

� She asked why consultations were needed after the President had issued his memorandum 


