
JANUARY 2011 HANSARD 

QUESTIONS 

Date: 18th Jan 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Linah Kilimo. 

Contribution she made: Mismanagement/corruption at Mumias Savings and co-operative 

society 

� She said she was not aware of any official in the above mentioned co-operative society 

who was surcharged by the High Court for any reason. 

� She said that the Commissioner for Co-operative development instituted an inquiry into 

the affairs of MOSACCO in 2003, and some recommendations were made by the inquiry 

team for the Commissioner to implement in accordance with Section 58, Parts 3 and 4, of 

the Cooperative Societies Act, 1997, which was revised in 2004. 

� She added that some affected officials went to the High Court seeking to quash the entire 

report but without success. The Commissioner then issued notices of intention to 

surcharge certain former officials as recommended in the report. 

� She reported that on appeal, two committee members were pardoned for having been in 

the committee for barely three months before the inquiry was conducted. These were 

Messrs, Calcanos Olimwa Ekesa and James W. Mapao. 

� She said that Mr. George Dipondo, the current chairman, was elected back after he had 

appealed to the Commissioner on grounds that some of the money he was being 

surcharged for was part of a criminal case against a consultant taken to court by the State. 

� She added that Mr. George Dipondo had also appealed to the Minister for Co-operative 

Development and Marketing over the matter in accordance with the provisions of the Co-

operative Societies Act and subsidiary legislation. 

� She noted that the Chairman is not in office illegally as it is being purported. There is a 

fight-back in the society by those whom the Chairman, together with the Ministry, had 

sent home for malpractices. 

� She emphasized that the Ministry of Cooperative development does not condone such 

practice, because corruption must be fought at all costs. 



� She added that her Ministry has continuously monitored the operations of the society 

through spot checks and inspections. Where impropriety has been detected, appropriate 

action has been taken. The measures taken include suspension, dismissal, termination of 

service and taking legal action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOTIONS 

 

Date: 18th January 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon: Martha Karua 

Contribution she made: Adoption of report on extra-judicial killings 

� She said that she supports the proposed amendment and the Report generally. She 

however expressed her disappointment on the level of effort the Committee put, which 

was less than 50 per cent. 

� She noted that the Committee relied on the investigations of a team of police officers led 

by SSP Sunkuli. This was against the expectations of a parliamentary inquiry, which 

should at least point out the gaps.  

� She said that she personally gave a lead to the Chair of the Committee and a name of a 

person in Dagoretti who unfortunately did not give evidence. 

� She  said that she gave the Chairman of the committee a witness’s telephone number and 

a committee member told her that he did not want to cause controversy because they 

noticed that the Dagoretti DO was trying to stop the witness from testifying  

� She noted that the matter revealed the inadequacy of investigations by parliamentary 

Committees and urged Ministers of Government, especially the Minister in charge of 

internal security to stop compromising Committees when they are investigating issues.  

� She clarified that compromise does not necessarily mean being given something. 

Allowing the police to go and investigate instead of the Hon. Members going to listen to 

the public, can compromises the independence of that inquiry.  

� She noted the importance of an independent police authority and civilian oversight boards 

which can investigate police hence need for an amendment of the report and speedy 

enactment of the police reforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: 18th January 2011 

Member of Parliament Hon. Beth Mugo 

Contribution she made: Adoption of report on extra-judicial killings 

� She said that she supports the report and informed the house that she took the 

responsibility of inviting the witnesses including those names given by Hon. Karua to the 

constituency office to meet the Committee Members for an interview. 

 

Date:  19th January 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon Martha Karua 

Contribution she made: Motion for adjournment under s.o no.23 to address starvation due 

to drought. 

� She seconded the motion and noted it was unfortunate that the Government was un 

prepared despite sufficient prior warning by the Meteorological Department. 

� She said that the Government ought to have been monitoring and readying itself to 

respond to the drought situation. 

� She noted that for the last couple of years a lot of money has been allocated to both the 

Ministry of Water and Irrigation and the Ministry of Agriculture but there have not been 

different responses in the way we mitigate failure of rainfall.  

� She argued that it is not enough for the Government to allocate money without 

monitoring and ensuring that the money is used for the intended purposes.  

� She noted that Kenyans should not be suffering almost ten years after the water sector 

reforms started.  There should be allocation of money per county with affirmative action 

on the counties that need water infrastructure more than others, so that we are able to take 

advantage of rainfall when it happens and mitigate effects of drought. 

� She reported that there was serious flooding in Turkana and most of the affected areas 

now, but we Government was not able to harness that water for use at this time. 

� She said that the previous drought situation resulted into a maize scandal, where some 

members of Government and their allies lined their pockets with money intended to help 

starving Kenyans. 

� She said that the Government must buy the grains from Kenyan farmers. She noted that it 

beats logic to refuse to increase the price for Kenyan farmers and later pay five or six 



times the amount the Kenyan farmers were demanding to import maize from foreign 

lands.  

� She called upon the Government to take very quick action to buy all the excess grain in 

Rift Valley and other parts of Kenya. It should also extend the buying of grains not just to 

maize but also rice, sorghum and all the other grains, to mitigate the famine.  

� She said that the Government should also come up with a policy of cushioning Kenyan 

farmers so that they are able to multiply their farming activities and invest more, so long 

as the Government guarantees them the market. This is because it should be bought for 

our silos and strategic grain reserves, so that it can be used at a time like this. 

� She said that Kenya must embrace technology and more so must monitor the funds that 

are allocated so that they do not end up enriching few people. 

� She said that The Ministry of Water and Irrigation has about Kshs24 billion for 

development while the Ministry of Agriculture has a big budget. There should be co-

ordination between these two Ministries and the Ministry of State for Special 

Programmes so that we do not always react in panic and manage by crisis when disaster 

strikes 

� She asked the Government to act swiftly and buy livestock from the farmers so that they 

can have the ability to restock when it is green again 

 

Date: 19th January 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Esther Mathenge 

Contribution she made: Motion for adjournment under s.o no.23 to address starvation due 

to drought. 

� She said that in October last year; the Ministry of Special Programmes gave a notice 

about what was to be expected from the month of December.  

� She said that the line Ministries were given details of what they should do to ensure that 

minimum lives and livestock are lost and how to mop up the maize that was cultivated by 

the farmers. 

� She stated that we feed one million Kenyans under the Protracted Relief and Recovery 

programme and 1.6 million Kenyans are fed through the World Food Programme (WFP). 



� She noted that in the next two to three months, this number is expected to rise to five 

million. 

� She assured the Hon. Members that her Ministry did a tour of the country to ascertain 

whether the farmers have the maize. 

� She said that the farmers have maize and therefore the drought need not be declared 

national disaster yet. 

� She added that her Ministry is mopping up all the maize the farmers have produced and 

to create logistics so that all this maize can reach the hunger prone areas. 

� She said that most of the areas that are hunger stricken also have very poor infrastructure, 

which is another handicap that the Ministry has. 

� She assured the house that she had planned a meeting with His Excellency the President 

and one of the requirements they would make is that the armed forces leave the barracks 

and help to ensure the food reaches the needy areas. 

� She said that although there is relief food unfortunately, many of the areas it is being 

delivered to have no water. 

� She reported that in Turkana, they were assured that 28 dams and pans had been dug in 

2008 but only 13 are functioning.  

� She sought to know through the Ministry of Water and Irrigation what happened to the 

other 15 dams and pans.  

� She said there are mitigation responses on a short term basis. This is to make sure that we 

have feeding points in all the functional water points so that anybody who is hungry; the 

old and children, can have food ferried to where they have easy access. 

� She recommended to the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Livestock that farmers 

who have ranches buy livestock so that conflict between human beings and livestock 

because of water can be reduced. 

� She said that they are increasing the school feeding programmes to cover both primary 

and secondary schools to ensure that no student is absent from school because of lack of 

food. 

 

 

 



Date: 19th January 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Prof. Margaret Kamar 

Contribution she made: Motion for adjournment under s.o no.23 to address starvation due 

to drought. 

� She supported the motion and expressed her sympathies to Kenyans who are suffering 

today. 

� She said that she comes from a food zone but there are no stores for the food and said it is 

time the Armed Forces were mobilized to do what they must do. 

� She said that it has always been known that Kenya is 20 per cent productive and 80 per 

cent arid and semi-arid. We must plan with food security in mind because there is need 

for us to take care of the whole chain from the producers to the consumers.  

� She said that the farmers have started to feel dissatisfied and are changing from 

producing food crops to other crops. 

� She noted that in her constituency, one third of the farms that were under  maize have 

been converted to passion fruit, which is being sold in Uganda because our marketing is 

still very bad.  

� She said that the crop Artemisia is taking over the maize zone and if we do not watch out, 

we are going to lose our farming area to export crops or any other crops that can be 

consumed because 20 per cent of the farmland is being diminished either by buildings 

and towns that are growing or by export crops 

� She said that when the Budget was read in June 2010, Members insisted that this country 

must have one single agenda. The first agenda was to feed our people. But it is very sad 

that every year when the drought comes, we are still worrying about the population that 

cannot exist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: 19th January 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Wavinya Ndeti 

Contribution she made: Motion for adjournment under s.o no.23 to address starvation due 

to drought. 

� She supported the motion and noted that if prior plans were made, this would not have 

happened because it is well known that 80 per cent of the country is semi-arid. 

� She said that the Government has given the resources. There are people supposed to be 

implementing Government policies. We should ensure that these policies are being 

implemented the way they should be implemented and get our priorities right.  

� She said it is sad that Ukambani, harvested a lot of maize, but a lot of it got wasted due to 

aflatoxins.  

� She pointed out that the maize was being bought at either Kshs1, 500 and a price was set 

at Kshs1, 500 when most of the food had already been destroyed. 

 

Date: 19th January 2011 

Member of Parliament: Hon. Beth Mugo 

Contribution she made: Motion for adjournment under s.o no.23 to address starvation due 

to drought. 

� She supported the motion and urged the Members to use their time during recess, to deal 

with   those very important issues which are affecting our country, one of them being 

drought. 

� She said that leaders must lead from the front and make sure that communities do not 

perish because of lack of food.  

� She requested the Hon. Members to work closely with the health facilities and health 

officers to educate our communities on how the incidents of cholera can be reduced. This 

can be done by asking them to boil their drinking water, or have the water treated by the 

public health officers who are on the ground. 

� She informed the Members that there are aflatoxin affected maize filling all our silos all 

over the country.  

� She said that her Ministry has been to court and acquired destruction permits for this 

maize, especially in Embu, where we are holding over 31,000 bags of maize.  



� She said that if all the aflatoxin affected maize is destroyed in accordance with the court 

order as soon as possible, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of State for 

Special Programmes will be able to buy food from farmers and store it.  

� She said that farmers have the maize hence we do not need to bring in maize from outside 

the country. We have enough maize, but we also have to clear our silos and buy maize 

from farmers.  

� She urged the National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB) to act because we have taken 

over four years to destroy some of this maize. 

� She invited all Hon. Members to attend the HIV/AIDS workshop in Mombasa so that 

they can all be at the forefront in fighting this disease.  

 


